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WASHINC
santly from 4 o'clock of the afteri
Btreets were shoulder high and the
The crowd waB laughing at the start
had finished a brief concert and wai

Suddenly there was a crunching
lasted but a moment. Then the i
the balcony. One hundred and fifty

This great weight, with iron g
cement, decorations, everything, to<
The balcony crashed on the floor be
1the ower floor. By far the largei
escaped with their lives, although
torium was injured.

The most accurate opinion as
two and a half feet deep, had been
is not entirely accepted, however,
ctcu Lino gicai auuuui ui suuw yuuu

The question has arisen of origina
minimum the number of supportini
a full view of the screen.

f The auditorium measures appro
width. The roof in the center hat
been set a fan to keep the air of
(hat an air shaft extended from th
theater.
| The first sign that something u

accident. The janitor in the baseme
had come when a large quantity of
the basement. He had not the tim
less to investigate.

Within another instant the ent
spectators, sitting there laughing,
place was in darkness. Later it
system to help the rescuers carry o:

Doors Forced Ope
It is fairly well settled that the r<

metal ventilator rested- It forced th<
snow on all sides slid toward it. Th
mass broke through.

When the crash came the doors c
clouds of white dust. The concussioi
came from the plaster and concrete w

The condition of the streets, di
made the first work of rescue most di
stuck in the snowdrifts. A total of
from remote sections of the city, we
fire came to add to the horror. Withi
there from every section of the city,
scldlerr, sailors and marines had been

It was almost dawn before the f
e ven by those on the scene. There v
In the wreckage; there was no telling
uter. At midnight eight were known
1 et stood ut ten, and at daybreak th<
that time, however, the rescue parties
gled wreckage, which in places was t!

As this is being written, almost tl
cue squads had been unable to get to

Throughout last night the parti
hauling out blocks of concrete three
the mass of twisted metal lath for th
sufferers spurred them on in their ta

For the most part the victims
The disagreeable weather had restrict
who could get to the show without gi
«st number of dead and injured lived
the radius of which is a half mile froi
Eighteenth street and Columbia road.

Frantic relatives, some of them r
.their children start out only a few mi
lines at first in order to reach the the
.the entrance. They were gently push
must not interfere with the rescue.

Some of those taken from the wre
the accident were still alive and wen
all badly injured, some so seriously
wards for treatment. Others died in tl

The walls of the theater are still f

all around the edge as completely as
to menace the rescue parties as they v

Salvation Army G
and Sandt

11
At noon to-day the total dead had

^cached seventy-five. The number had
grown to ninety-four when darkness
came again, finding the firemen and
soldiers still searching the debris.
"Word came that more bodies had been
sighted in the wreckage.

Parties of soldiers with ropes pulled
twisted steel girders out of the building.Sometimes it required thirty men
to get them loose. This same pro-
cedure they followed in hauling out
heavy blocks of concrete that had
formed the steps of the balcony which
had collapsed with the roof. Mean-
while others were prying into the
idebris for bodies.
Ambulance squads with stretchers

Stood in the lobby of the theater, which
was intact. The bodies were taken
out at Intervals. At times an hour
would pass before a body would be
located. At one time eight bodies were
found huddled In one group.
The cold and continuous snow which

kandlcapped the rescue work during
the night abated to-day and the snow
itnrted to melt, but It was fatiguing,
djitllcult work. Salvation Army lassies
Were on hand in the theater lobby
with sandwiches and coffee for the
men who were digging Into the debris.
The firemen had not had relief when

darkness came to-night. Occasionally
one of them would drop exhausted
and would be carried into what had
been the confectionery and ice cream
parlor of the theater. There were
cores of minor injuries to the workers.who had to be taken to hospitals
themselves.
Marine goards assigned to protect

frigates to the International Arms
Conference were transferred to the
Scene to serve in the double capacity
of keeping the crowds from interfer1ing with rescue work and from the
walls, which were in constant danger
of toppling.
Boy Scouts with their long poles

kept a way open from the scene of
fhe disaster to the Cfirlstian Science
Church. Whenever a new body was
found the stretcher bearers went
through this line to the temporary
morgue. The bodies were laid on the
floor there, covered with blankets.
The condition of the streets, al-

xnoiigri Bompwnni relieved by the
thawing weather, made it highly difficultfor hearses and ambulances to
get to and from the church to the
homes of the victims or the undertakingestablishments. Forty bodies
had not been moved at noon from the
improvised morgue.

Police guarded the entrance to the
fhurch. Friends and relatives of victimsupon establishing their identity
Could enter. Inside the church In the
altar occupied by the render, sat n
policeman, checking up the Identlfl-
Cation list. When some one recognizeda body it was marked with a
tag pinned to the blanket.

f*i somo instances the lentures of
the victims were crushed beyond recognition.Identification In those cases
was completed by search of the clothing.This was not so difficult In the
paee of men, who had letters and

q. g. T.-q. n. t.
If you want to know what goes throughha air to-night by wlrataa* trl-phona. readOta RADIO DBPAnTMPINT of Tha Globe.
cants st ail newadealer»..Adv.
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loon before. The snow drifts in the
> theater was warm and comfortable,
of the film.a comedy. The orchestra

9 preparing to leave the pit.
sound, a grinding, hissing noise, which
oof, center part first, toppled in on

persons were there.
girders, a monster ventilator, plaster,
)k with it the balcony when it fell,
low. The greatest loss of life was on

proportion of those in the balcony
virtually every person in the audi0

wfiat happened was that the snow,
too much for the roof. This theory
by building experts. They say that
Id not have caused the roof to collapse.
1 faulty construction, to reduce to a

5 pillars so as not to interfere with

ximately 150 feet in length by 100 in
1 a great ventilator, into which had
the auditorium in motion. It seems
is ventilator to the basement of the

ras wrong came a moment before the
t told the authorities that a warning
snow shot down the shaft and into

e, however, to sound an alarm much

ire theater seemed to collapse. The
suddenly were deluged. The whole
was possible to restore the lighting
n their work.

n as Crash Comes.
oof broke in the center where the great
1 roof downward and inward and the
ie strain was too great and the whole

>f the theater flew open and out poured
n had forced the doors ajar; the dust
hich had come down in a mass,
ie to thirty hours of incessant snow,
fficult. Fire apparatus, called at first,
eighteen fire engine companies, even
re called into action. Fortunately no
n an hour and a half ambulances were
scores of physicians were on hand and
summoned to help in the rescue,
ull extent of the tragedy was realized
cas no telling how many persons were
how many even had been in the thetohave been killed; at 1 o'clock the!

e total was placed at twenty-five. At
still had great quantities of the tanhirtyfeet deep, to explore.

Iilrty hours after the accident, the resthebottom of the wreckage,
es worked, lifting great iron girders,
and four feet square and digging into
e victims. Cries of anguish from the
sk.
lived in the immediate neighborhood.
:ed the attendance last night to those
reat inconvenience. By far the great-
wuiun an area aescrioea Dy a circle

m the theater, located at the corner of

npthers and fathers who had watched
nutes before, broke through the police
ater. But they were held In check at
ed back with the argument that they

ckage within three or four hours after
i rushed to the hospitals. They were
that they died before arriving at the
10 arms of those who carried them,
itanding. The roof has been cut clear
if with a knife. The walls continued
worked through the day and the niyht.

ives Coffee
viches to Rescuers
cards in their pockets, as with the
women whose handbags nnd similar
trinkets had been lost. In one cornerof the church, in the end which
held tho bodies, was a stack of clothingpicked up In the ruins of the
theater. There were fur coats, overcoats,umbrellas, overehovs.every- i
thing in the way of apparel.all torn,
cut and stained.
Every now and then a group of

soldiers would enter the church with i
a stretcher, which held under Us blanketthe body of a man. Woman or
child. Those who had been standing
to one side, weeping silently, would
move toward the body of the new ar- jrival. It was with difficulty that the
police, the physicians and the nurses
were able to prevent crowding among
those who wondered If the body was
that of a loved one.
Then that part of the blanket which

covered the face would be moved back
gently bo that Identification could proceed.The day In the church was Just
a continual repetition of scenes like
this, scenes filled with pathos.
Coroner Nevitt Issued Instructions

permitting undertakers to remove
bodies, once Identified, from the church
to their establishments. He provided,
however, that the bodies should not be
removed from undertaking establish- fments to private homes until there
had been a reldentiflcation. He feared
that Inaccurate Identification might be <

made, which would result In the wrong
body being sent to a home, thereby
Increasing the confusion of the situation.
The fact that so many persons of

prominence were In the theater at
the time of the crash Is due to its locationin the vicinity of many fashionableapartment houses In the northwestsection of the city. This is the
only picture theater located in outlyingsections of the city, that is of anyimportance, the others being comparativelysmall. The Knickerbocker
Theater, however, was highly modern,having been built but three years
ago and was regarded as one of the
finest motion picture houses In ths
United States.

BARKLEY FEARED SON
WAS IN MOVIE CRASH 1

Heard Collapae, Searched the "

Ruins; Boy at Neighbor's. p
Sp'rtal Ptnpitch tn Tun Nr* Yosk Hsbald. f'

New Yerfc Herald Rnrmii, I PWashington. I). C.. .Inn. 29. j
Representative Rarkley (Kentucky), n

had a harrowing experience In connectionwith the Knickerbocker disaster. p
He lives In an apartment house a few *

doors from the theater. His boy, who "
Is about 14, left the apartment a little 5before 9 o'clock, saying he was "goingto the movies."

hWhen Mr. Rarkley heard of the thea- cter's collapse he Immediately feared his ^son wan one of the victims. He rushed
tc the scene and In despair tugged at 1(Iron beams and searched among the
wreckage for his son. He alternated wthese vain efforts by looking over the rdead and Injured In the Christian yScience Church.
He had given up hope when about .11:80 his son suddenly appeared. Insteadof "going to the movies," he had

met seme other hoys who live near by d
and they had decided to spend the even- n
Ing In a neighbor's home. n
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Theater Crash Saves
Lives in Twelve Homes

Special Dispatch toTna New York Herald.
New York Herald Bureau. )

Washington, D. C., Jan. SO. $

EARLY this morning: various
residents in the vicinity of
the ill fated Knickerbocker

Thaater were warned that their
homes were unsafe because of the
weight of snow on the roofs. They
rushed terror-stricken into the
streets.

*_>iujr it iwn iinuuies iiiier mey
were safely outside the roofs of
twelve houses on T street, N. W.,
caved In.
The homes are understood to

have been condemned by the buildinginspector and the escape of the
occupants is regarded as miraculous.

LIST OF INJURED
IN THEATER CRASE
Continued from First Page.

SACKS, EDWARD A.. New York city
8ACY. HARRY I*.
SAKY. WALTER t'RP.
SCHWAB. MRS. MATT7E.
SHAUOHNHIT, K. H. Second As

listant Poatnt*«ter-O«neral.
EHAUOHNE8ST. E. H.
SHAUOKNEHSY. iv'TH.
SMITHW1CTC. RKPRE8ENTATIVI

rOHN A., of Florida.
SWARD. ALBERT W.
STRAYER. MARTHA.
TAYLOR, MRS. OERTRUDE.
TAYLOR. LIEUT.-COL., U. S. A.
THEUNISSEN, LEONARD, ANI

ELIZABETH.
THOMPSON, CHRISTIANA.
UNDERWOOD. ETTA.
trPSHAW. CAROLINE.
URDONO. NATHAN I.
VAN POUCKE, ALPHONSO.
WESSON. COL. C. M.. U. S. A.
WESSON, NANCY.
WHITE, MISS MACLEAN.
WILLIAMS, EDWARD A.
WILSON, HENRY.
WILSON, MISS EDELIN.
WEBB. MRS. JULIETTE.
WOODRUFF. MISS INEZ.
WILLIAMS. EDWARD A.
TOUNO, MISS MARIE.
YOUNGER, MRS. JOSEPH.
ZALASKI. LIEUT. - COMMANDER

nedlcal officer of marine barracks, an*1
lis wife.

VICTIM GIVES HIS LIFE
THAT OTHERS BE SAVED

\lbert Buehler Cited at OutstandingHero of Disaster.
Washington, Jan. 29 (Associated

'reus)..Many brave deeds were retortedt»-<lay by rescuers working in

he Knickerbocker Theater wreckage
lut they said Albert G. Buehler ol

Vashlngtan was the outstanding hero,
;tvlng his own life that others might
Ive. He could have been taken from
he debris fully an hour before he was,

mt he directed the rescuers to aid
there whom he declared more seriously
iurt than he. He died after he was
aken from the building.
Lieutenant V. M. Parsons of the MaineCorps, who assisted In directing

he rescue work, gave graphic descrlpIonsof many Individual rescues.
"We were digging Into the ruins," he

aid, "when we saw a tuft of red hair
irotrttdlng. We uncovered a small boy,
reliably nine years old, who told us
« "tit- l#
15* 1IIUW RIBlcr wnu wnironi v«i»~ i-no

ebrls nlso. The girl was rescued, and
either she nor the boy was seriously
urt, through some miracle, but their
wither near by was dead.
"Dr. Oearhart, a dentist, was found

inner! beneath an 1-benm. He told us
s we endeavored to extricate him that
e had been conscious all night in that
osltion. A woman beside him was
ead.
"One man with both legs horribly
roken asked for cigarettes as ho was

arrled out on a stretcher. He Joked
rlth the rescuers about his mangled
mhs, remarking that he had about six
igs now. He was certainly full of grit.
"A group of two women and a man

rhom we were digging out also dlslayedremarkable nerve, talking with
lie men and directing their rescue."

UOO.ono PHII.ADBI.PHIA PtRE.
Phit.adki.phia, Jan. 29..fire to-day
estroyed the box factory of J. N. ClelentBrothers. 318-320 Delaware nveue.The loss waa estimated at f 100.000.
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MAJORITY OF E
| UNDEBA
Spectators Who Sat Far Ba

ater Probably Escaped
vented Compl

Washington, Jan. 29 (Associated
Press)..Most of the bodies were recoveredfrom the pit of the theater beneaththe wreckage of the balcony or

from the front of the balcony Itself.
Following the rule of motion picture
audiences and with an almost empty
house to pick from those on the main
floor had grouped themselves in the
rows of seats Just below the front of
the balcony. They were back far
enough to see well and the front and
back rows were almost empty.
At the point they had chosen the

danger proved to be just double. Few
of those seated there could have escaped.Even If the concrete slabs and
Steelwork of the roof missed them the

f solid mnss of thp hnlennv front nam..

I down on the first wreckage with crushingweight. The gleaming brass rails
that adorned the balcony front lay
spread over the wreckage of the roof
fifteen feet below when rescuers reached
the scene.
Those farther back on the main floor

probably all escaped. The beams that
supported the back end of the balcony
did not let go their clutch on the wall.
The wide sweep of seats they supported

Four Inquiries Pro\
to Fix

Special Dispatch to Thi Nbw Yosx Hmxld. <

vNew York Hernld Bureau. 1
'Washington. I>. C., Jan. 29. I

Four separate investigations of the
Knickerbocker Theater collapjj were j
under way or planned here to-day.
A fifth Investigation may be con- (

ducted by a special committee of Con- 1
gress, according to a statement by Rep-
resentatlve Mondell, Republican House
leader, and Senator Capper of Kansas. ,
who says he has heard of building code ,
violations in Washington. j
The Investigations already started or

planned will be conducted by:
Coroner Nevltt, who plans to

swear In a Jury to-morrow
District Attorney Peyton O. Gordon,who said he may lay before the

, Grand Jury the evidence which he *

1 collects.
Board of Commissioners of the

District of Columbia, through the sBuilding Department, which, under
the law. must approve plans of any

|J building before it can be erected.
Police Department. 1

Precautions to nrcvent tho nosslhilifv
' of a similar disaster In any other theater
were taken here to-day by the Board of
Commissioners, which, under the form
of government of the District of Columbia,haa charge of the administration of
ordinances. Commissioner James Oyster
ordered closed, pending inspection to,morrow, all theaters with roof construc.tion similar to that of the Knickerbocker.
The Commissioners also ordered that no
other theater be allowed to open for
business unless Its roof lisd been cleaned
of snow. Strict orders to the police to
enforce these orders wero sent to all
precincts.
Major Peyton Cordon, United States

Attorney, said to-night that his Investigationof the Knickerbocker Theater
crash would begin to-morrow. All per:sons concerned In the construction, In
spectlon, operation and ownership of the
theater will be subposnaed. Indictments
will be asked for all individuals who
are found to be responsible, charging
them with criminal negligence, or manslaughter.
The Federal Grand Jury, which la now

considering the case of Charles W.
Morse, will be asked to-morrow morning J
by Attorney Cordon to begin an IndependentInvestigation, cooperating with
the Department of Justlco and aside
from the Inquiry which wns ordered to- jday by the District Commissioners.

tlon and management of the theater,"
eatd Mr, Gordon, "will be subpoenaed ,<
before the Federal Grand Jury, Includingthe oftlrerR and directors of the
Crandall Theater Company (Harry M.
Crandall. president; A. R. Beltsel, vice- J
president, and Harry Buckley, aecre- \
tarv), aa well as the architects, builders, *
building Inspectors and house managers, «
not forgetting the ticket seller, who Is c
primarily responsible." u
While the commissioners were begin- r

nlng their Investigation the theater t
management, headed by Harry M, s
Crandall, president, met and Issued the j:

[following statement: n
"We are stunned by this catastrophe. | t

The Knickerbocker win the t rise of v
our circuit Constructed at no limit of n

*
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Lck on Main Floor of TheDeath,as Beams PreeteCollapse.
tilted down until the wreckage below
took the weight of the front end, then
stood covering the back rows of the
main floor like a tent.
The front rows of the balcony were

ground to a twisted mass of ruin. There
was no wood in the structure. It was
all steel and concrete, but the enormous
weight of the balcony itself war sufficient
to wind the tortured beams into fantastic
shapes.
Here again chance played a part in

reducing the number of victims. The
front rows of the balcony, four or five
tiers deep, were "reserved" seats. They
were priced above the succeeding rows
and except when the house was Jammed
commonly were not all occupied. With
the small attendance of last night, probablyonly a few had paid the extra price
lor these seats, preferring to sit further
hack in the balc<\v. And many of those
behind scrambled up the steel slope of
flie fallen balcony to safety, although a
number were struck down in the first
blow when the roof came in. Some were
hurled down into the pit wreckage when
the balcony front fell and even some of
these escaped with bruises. There is no
record, however, of any survivor among
those in the foremost balcony seats.

raised
Blame for Crash

cost before the war, when the best materialsand engineering brains were securedto make this nouse a model of
theater architecture and construction,
the structure was subject to and passed
jvery municipal and government Inspectionand test. We cannot And words
to express the depth of sympathy we
reel for those bereaved by tills appalling
ratastrophe.
"We would Infinitely rather have abanloncdall our enterprises than that a

Ingle life should have been lost or any
.ndlvidual maimed or injured."

DRUG TABLETS GIVEN
TO THOSE ENTRAPPED

Every Effort /« Made to AlleviateSuffering.
Special DUpntch to T«»» New Yoik Hbsai.d.

New York Herald Rnrenii, )
Washington, D. C., Jan. 2tt. J

Keeping life In the victims of the
Knickerbocker Theater disaster and
illeviattng their pain until rescuers
:ould chop away the debris which 1m-
jrisoned them was one of the difficult
asks that confronted physicians last
light and to-day.
Narcotic tablets and whisky were ad-

ministered to many of the victims as
Ihey lay entrapped. Physicians were
Torced to invent means of getting the
ablets to their patients. One physician
surrowea Deneatn the wreckage until
no could roadh the lips of a half coniclousman. To another man tablets
vere passed through an opening in the
wreckage at the end of a long stick.
A small boy whose name could not

ic learned helped keep life In a group>f victims trapped far back under the
dace where the balcony had been. Ho '
'orced his body through a small openngIn the debris far enough to hand
lableta to several victims.
Many of the less Injured victims '

jlnned under the wreckage near the 1
>penlngs passed morphine to more pain-
'ully Injured persons further back.

U. S. VALUATION PLAN \
TO BE URGED TO-DAY

<

Convention of Manufacturers
Will Ask Congress to Act. J

tyecfof Dtopntch to Tint Nrw Ynsg Hkrm.o.
New York Herald Rttrean, I

Washington, I). C., .Ian, (
John E. Edgerton, president of the

National Association of Manufacturers, '
who arrived here this afternoon to pre- '
ildo over the special convention to be- 1
[In to-morrow morning for the purpose t
>f urging Congress to take Immediate I
ictlon on the Impending tarlfT bill, ex- '
tressed confidence that not only would '
he whole tariff situation be cleared up '
oon hut that the American valuation
ilan would be adopted. Ho will head
committee of twenty-five manufacurersfrom all parts of the country (i'ho will ciil on President Harding to-' a

norrow afternoon. a

0, 1922.
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President Voices Grief

at Extent of Tragedy
TT r ASHINGTON, Jan. 29 (As- Y
\A/ sociated Press)..President "

Harding issued the follow- '

inp statement late to-day on the '

Knickerbocker Theater disaster:
I have experienced the same c

astounding shock and the same t
inexpressible sorrow which has li
come to all of Washington, and t
which will be sympathetically c

felt throughout the land. If I Jknew what to say to soften the (
sorrow of hundreds who are so <]
anrlrlarilv hprpavpd. if T rmilrl sav

a word to cheer maimed and suf- f
ferlng, I would gladly do It. The *
terrible tragedy, staged in the °

midst of the great storm, has gdeeply depressed all of us and t
left us wondering about the revolvingfates. ti

SAW BALCONY SPIN jj
AROUND IN DROPPING?,

u
______ si

» n

Continued from First Page. T
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out over the snow ana plaster, over the L

tangled debris, to the doors on the
Eighteenth street side.

"Across the aisle from me when the in
crash came was a little fellow.I never ei

si
saw him again and I wonder if ho is C]
dead!.who laughed and roared at every a'

especially funny part of the film. I don't hl

know what became of him or the others ^
In the balcony after we were showered th
with plaster. ft
"As the celling broke, the plaster fell 8t

first in chunks. It was just like an
Ice pond breaking up. The roof didn't
give way in one crash. It seemed to
break up everywhere. That let In the P'
snow, which came in through the broken
places where the ceiling had given way.

"It's queer, but I was conscious all .

the time when I was pinned down under
there by that great pleco of ceiling. My
mind, when I saw the ceiling falling
an! afterward, was Just as clear and
collected as it is now. I knew I was
hurt some, but I didn't know how badly.
It seemed that my time had come. 1
lived a year, I tell you, pinned down
between the seats.

"It wasn't until T ernt mitnirln that T
noticed blood falling from my face and
hands. I got out myself. No one
helped me. I crawled over the broken
scats and plaster and snow to the door.
On the way I saw a young fellow lyinghalf curled up, moaning and crying
for help. 1 leaned over to lift him, and
then everything went black.
"Tho next I remember I was at the

dcor, wiping the blood from my eyes
and mouth. I don't knew how I got out.
I didn't see any other Injured ones as
I crawled out. I can't remember about
that part of It. My only thought was
to get home before I should die. My
chest pained me, my back seemed
broken, my face was dripping with
blood. All I wanted to do was to get
homo and tell my wife and little girl
what had happened and how 1 was
hurt. I thought I was going to die."

Representative Smlthwlck, who lives
nbout a block from the theater, said he
staggered hotno without overcoat or
hat through the snow drifts. Physicians
were summoned irr.modltrtely, who found
him suffering from shock, bruises and
possibly Internal Injuries.

"I think it was a miracle that I came
out alive," said the Florida Representative."But think of those poor childrenand men and women who were not
jo fortunate! I don't see how any who
were under that balcony escaped. If
those below could have seen the celling
hjeaklng they would have had time to
rush out through the doors, but 1 guess
rev rnuicin i see an wi" owid in mo
balcony. Those underneath im had no
'l.anee, I guess. I keep thinking of It
ill tha time, that awful roaring and
!he crashing of the balcony on Its way
lewn to those people below. It was all
iver In half a minute, I guess, but It
itemed hours."

WOMAN VICTIM «»K KIBE DIE*.
Mrs. Agnes TTtsuganuma. 23 years

rtd. who was burned Saturday In an
intlque shop conducted by her husband,
rhomna Utsuganuma. at 4219 Kmadvay.died Inst night In Columbus Hns»ltnl.tTtsuganuina was hurtled on the
'ace, hands and body while attempting
o rescue his wife and 1s a patient In
ho same hospital.

*V\AQOOI'R HOI.DS DIKIVRR.
The seventy-fifth annual dinner of the
"entrnl Synagogue was held last night
it the Hotel Astor, marking the end of
. threo days conference.
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INVES1
STORM SAVED MANY
FROM MOVIE CRASI

Wrecked Theater Populti
With the Socially Prominentin Washington.

CORRESPONDENTS KILLE1

Lewis Strayer and Chaunce:
Brainerd Among Dead.A.

J. Barchfeld a Victim.

Special Dispatch to The Nbw Yoik Hbbali
Nfw York Herald Ituroan,)

Washington, D. C., Jan. 30. (
The fact that the Knickerbocker The

iter in in one of the most popular resi
lential sections of Washington is re
n>onslble for the presence within it
walls last night of so many person
jrominent in the social and public lif<
>t Washington.
In addition to being one of the new

set of the largo modern picture house:
>f Washington.it has been open onlj
ibout three years.the ' Knickerbockei
vas of that type of theater which draw:
nost of its patronage from person:
whose residences are within easy walk
ng distance.
Many Senators and members of th<

House were to be seen at the theatei
luring ordinary evenings, and it wa:
>nly the bad condition of the wcathet
hat prevented it from being filled las:
light with one of its regular Haturdaj
light capacity throngs.
Among the dead and injured, in addiionto those prominently connected with

he official life of the capital, were nian>
(ersons well known because of their long
csidence in Washington and their wide
lersonal acquaintance.
Lewis W. Strayer, correspondent o

he Pittsburgh Despatch, and Chauncej
H. Brainerd, correspondent of the
3rooklyn Daily Eagle, were the raer
if this type. Both had been in Washingtonmany years, and in addition tc
trominence in their own profession thej
vere identified with the life of the city
Joth wxsrc killed. Mrs. Brainerd, whe
vas with -her husband, also was killed

In Washington 20 Years,
"Lou" Strayer came to Washingtor

is correspondent of the Pittsburgh Ga
ette-Timestwenty years ago. In 190:;

le became correspondent of the Dc
patchand had remained In charge ol

ts Washington bureau since t'.iat date
dr. Strayer was a native of Princeton
11., and began his newspaper careei
is a reporter on the Akron, Ohio, Bcaonin 187, going later to Pittsburgh tc
lecome a reporter on the Post, working
ater with other Pittsburgh newspapers
urnlng finally to political writing. He
overed practically all the great politialconventions of the last twenty years
le was a prominent member of the
Irldiron Ciub and served as its presilentin 1916.
Mr. Strayer was a warm personal

rlend of the late Senator Philander C,
Cnox, who had such keen appreciation
f Strayer's sense of humor that he
requently thought up excuses to take
Itrayer on trips with him merely foi
he sake of his company.
Chauncey C. Brainerd, one of the vie-

ims or ine disaster, naa been in charge
f the Washington bureau of the BrooklynEagle since 1911, and was among
ne best known of the Washington corespondents.His wife, who also was
llled, was Miss Kdith Rathbone Jacobs,
daughter of the lafe Inspector Jacobs

f, the Post Office Department. Before
lelr marriage, in 1903, Mrs. Brainerd
ved in Mount Vernon. Mr. Bralnerd's
later is the wife of Clinton Gilbert, forlerlymanaging editor of the New York
ribune and now Washington correjondentof the Philadelphia Evening
edgcr.
Spent Boyhood in New York.

Mr. Brainerd was horn in New York
i 1874, the son of Alanson Post Brainedand Adeiia Corey Brainerd. He
sent most of his boyhood in New Rolelie,and lived with an uncle in Lee
venue, Brooklyn, after the deaths of
Is, parents. In 1889 he became private
scretary to St. Clair McKelway. editor
chief of the Eagle, and later joined

le editorial staff. He was city editor
tr ten years, later managing-editor for
>me time, and left the latter post to
rcome the Washington correspondent.
Mr. Brainerd had a wide knowledge

? politics and a large acquaintance with
jbllc men in Washington. He had been
ir many years an active member of
le Gridiron Club, and in December laat

Who is th
Bigge

in 1

so? Con
smokes
smokes

Lord S
Turkisl
Why? C
LORD S
high-gra
the worl
money.

vs/ 4

which met

SALISBU1
roo can |«

i

. <1

riGATION
Four of Family of Five

Perished in Theater
1 TT WASHINGTON, Jan. 29 (AnYVsoclated Press)..Four of

the Ave members of the
_ family of Oscar G. Kanston of

3847 North Winchester street, Chicago,lost their lives in the KnickerbockerTheater.
Mr. Kanston, who came here recentlyin connection with tempo- j

rary work for the bureau of valua- I
\ tlnn r>f tVft Tntprstntft Pnmmoroa '

; .

Commission, went to the playhouse
with his wife, his two daughters,
Helen, 13, and Anyln, 7, and his

Y son, Grant, 11. Only the boy escaped.
he was elected vice-president of the organization.According to custom this
would have resulted in his elevation to

t
the presidency. Ho was a Mason and a iNational Guard veteran.
Mr. and Mrs. Bralnerd collaborated in

the writing Of Action under the pen
name of E. J. Rath. They wrote a
number of novelettes which had wide

" popularity in magazines.
8 Former Representative Andrew J.
8 Barchfeld, also among th^ dead, beJcame during 'his career in Congress one *

of the best known men in Washington.
Almost a giant in size, ho was always

1 particularly active lrv the affairs of the
\ Pennsylvania delegation. Dr. Barchfeld

was a natlvw of Pittsburgh and a
graduate of the Jefferson Medical '""ol5lege of Philadelphia. After serving severalterms in Congress he entered businessand has been representing a nuraIber of Pennsylvania Interests in Washingtonduring the last year.\ Guy S. Aldrlch, youngest brother of (

t Mrs. Reed Smoot, wife of the Senator
p from Utah, died beside his wife. Mr.

and Mrs. Aldrlch were in Washington
on a visit from their home in Salt Lake
City. Both Mrs. Aldrich's hips were
broken, but it is thought she will sur,vive.
A similar incident occurred In the case

of Dr. and Mrs. Clyde Gearhart. Dr.
f Gearhart Is one of the most prominent

dental surgeons in Washington. Mrs.
> Gearhar.t was killed outright and Dr.

Gearhart was so badly crushed that one
of his legs had to be amputated. He
probably will live. ^' Among those killed Instantly were
Oapt. and Mrs. R. H. Conroy Vance of
Fredericksburg, Va. Capt. Vance was a' former officer In the British army and
was head of a bank in Fredericksburg.

Assistant Postmaster-General B. H.
Shaughnessy, who was attending the 4theater with his ten-year-old daughter,
Ruth, probably will recover. Mr.
Shaughnessy was reported missing to;day owing to the fact that he was rushed"

to Walter Reed Hospital early this
morning without any record being made
of his removal. Ruth Shaughncssy's arm

"

was broken but she was not seriously In
lured.

; EXPERIENCE AS MINER
SAVES LIFE IN CRASH

i
W. H. Morris Describes His
Narrow Escape in Theater.
Washington-, Jan. 29 (Associated

Fress)..Long experience In coal mines
i enabled W. H. Morris, a 63-year-old re|tired coal mine manager of Buckhanon,
W. Va., to escape from the death trap
in the center- of the Knickerbocker.

"I was in the eighth row from the
front," Mr. Morris said to-day, "when
I heard a crack, a sort of ripping sound, ,exactly like that which the slate roof
of a real measure makes when it is
going to let go. It was more instinct
than anything else .that brought me to
my feet with ono thought flashing
throvgh .i.y mind: 'I can beat that fall
to the outside.' <
"As I came Into the aisle I saw the

orchestra leader's baton waving with the
music and a little white cloud coming
down from above ills head. Then I ran
up the aisle, with the roof cracking and
falling above me. As I got to the door
the stuff began to hit me in a wave of
a wind from behind which literally flung
me through the door and across the
lobby to the sidewalk."

Mr. Morrib said he was warned by a
sound like that of a ripping sheet, only
much louder.

.

"I saw no one else moving as I went "

up the aisle," he continued. "The house
around me was practically empty and
I noticed when I sat down that I was
the only one in the row. The stuff In
falling, my impression is, must have
gone into the orchestra pit first. I can't
foiget that orchestra leader with that
cloud forming Just above his head."
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